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Memorandum 



to : FE - Mr. Rice 

.from SEA - Paul M. Kattenburg 

subject: Civilian Leadership of Coup Group 



date: October 29, 1963 


1. The four names of civilians associated with the 
Generals' coup group which we received this morning, e.g.: 

Dang Van 
Pham Huy 
Tran Tru 
Bui Diem 

are all connected with the Dai Viet party, a long-standing 
non -Communist nationalist opposition group, anti-French before 
independence and anti -Diem since. The group is generally pro-U.S. 

2. Recognized older leaders of the Dai Viet are Sung 

(48 years old) and his cousin-by-marriage Quat (long highly re- 
garded by our official representatives in Saigon) . They have 
both managed to r ema in relatively inconspicuous in their 
opposition, and thus to avoid arrest in recent years. President 
Diem is known to have considerable respect for Quat, but the 
latter has consistently refused to join and serve the GVN. 


g Dung 


3. Bui Diem is a much younger Dal Viet leader, who has for 

several years bee n one of t he few oppositionists in regular 
contact . He is assessed as very dynamic . 

4. Tran Trung Dung, who is related by marriage to the Ngo 
family and who served Diem capably as Defense Secretary from 
1955 to Nov. 1960, is a definite asset to the group. Recent 
telegram on his views is attached. 

5. The absence of any reference to Vice President Nguyen 
Ngoc Tho in these recent messages does not, in my opinion, in- 
dicate he is not involved. He is Big Minh's closest political 
contact and will most likely emerge as Constitutional successor. 
In his case, however, extreme security precautions are obviously 
required. 
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